T 0 


Sir RICHARD HILL, Bart. 


ont oF THE 
REPRESENTATIVES in PARLIAMENT 
for the County of Sartor, 


Deſcription of Hawkftone 


PR EF ACE. 


THE Recegtion which the Firſt 
Edition of this Wark met with 

d of Hawkftone, where only it 
wes fold, and which the Hier is 
ſenſible, was more on account of the 
reſpeft they have fer the Place, and 
ihe wweriby Owner, than for the me- 
rit of the Dyer pier, has 1ecafioned 
4 Second and Third Edition 4 ap- 
fear, in which the reader will find 
and fir which the Author ac 
Az tie 
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HAWE STONE, &. 


TI 
Tun HOUSE 


Is fituated on the North fide of a 
hill, not far out of the road be- 
tween Shrewſbury & Whitchurch. 


Tau WEST PORTICO 


Is allowed to be a capital piece of 
Archizefture. The pillars are large 
and lofty, of the Compoſite order, 
and ftrike the mind with a pleafing 


Saloon, Chapel and Library, “ are 


| » The two latter, viz. the Chapel and Li- 
brary, are in the North Wing, which is fepa- 
rate from the body of the Houle by a Colonnade. 


In 


19 


but as the beauties of Nature are 
pecferable to thoſe of Art, and as 
few 


In the ceiling of the former is a very maſterly 
painting of Truth appealing to Tune for bring- 
ing her to light, and Falſchood fiying away af- 
frighted. "The picce was deſigned as emble- 
matical of the Reformation. The Saloon is a 
very lofty, ſpacious, amd well proportioned 
room; it is fitted up in a coſtly manner, and 
. adorned with fome choice paintings; among 
whick is the Siege of Namur. The five prin- 
cipal charafters in this piece were all taken 
from life: theſe are King William, the 
Eleftor of Bavaria, the Duke of Marlborough, 
Count Coborn, and the Right Honourable 
Richard Hill, (uncle tw the late Sir Rowhad 
Hill, Bart. and great uncle to the preſent Sir 
Richard,) who was at that time Paymaſter of 
the Army, Member of the Privy Council, and 
Envoy at the Court of Turin. | 
account by whom the Houſe was originally 


bear. / 


( w ) 
ſew people have leiſure to ſee more 
engage the attention of perſons of 
| taſte 
built. The late Sir Rowland Fl, Bart. father 
of Sir Richard, added both the wings, and made 
other very conſiderable additions to it; but it 
was certainly the Family Manfion at the time 
ef Sir Rowland Hill, Knight, who was Lord 
Mayor of Londen, A. D. 544, in the reign of 
Edward the Sixth, of which extraordinary and 
truly excellent perſon, an Hiſtorian, who lived 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, gives the fol- 
lowing character: 

This Major, Sir Rowland Hill, was a grave 
and worthye Father of the Citic, and long be- 
« fore his Ceath he gave over his occupying 
in trade, and gave himſelf wholly to purcha- 
fing lands, having never a child in the world. 


„The greateſt part of his lands lay in Shrop- 
* ſhire, where he bore great rule, and where 
<< alſo, as I have heard by credible report, be 
< did many good dedes, namely, that he rai- 
id no rents, nor took any fines of his te. 
| &* nants ; 


( mm ) 

taſte for a whole day, or indeed for 
two or three days, the walks being 
very 
* nants; he ſuffered the child to enjoy the fa- 
< ther's farm befoce all other; he was a friend 
« tos the widow and fatherieſs; he crefied a 
* Grammar Schoole to the profyte of the 
* country ; he repaired many highways and 
« bridges : and wherefoever a good dede was 
% to be done for the common weal of his 
& countrymen, he was ready to further the 
« cauſe. He gave yerely to the poore people 
* the country three hundred fhirtes and 
« fmockes, and as many frockes and coates of 
« fryſe, to cover them withal. And in the 
« citie of London he gave five hundred pounds 
to St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, and towards 
the building of certain new tenements in St. 
« Nicholas's Shambles, for the relicf of the 
© poore. He alſo gave great relief to all the 
« Hoſpitals. And at his death he gave CL. 

©* to the poore of all the wards in London.” 
To the foregoing account the following one 


from Kimber”: New Baroneta;e may not be un- 
He 


acceptable: 


He (Sir Rowland Hill) did great acts of 
* was an eminent benefactor to the 
* public ; founded Drayton and other Free 
„Schools; built Stoke and Hodnet Churches, 
+ Atcham and Terne Bridges, at his own ex- 
* ” 

* Upnards of tem miles in length. 3 


( 14 ) 


rounds it, you have a pleafing near 
proſpect of a grand piece of water, 
and fome verdant meadows ; and a 
diſtant one of Broxton Hills, and 
Delamere Foreft, in Cheſhire. A 
new Farm Houſe built entirely in 
Abbey or Priory, among ſome ſcat- 
tered trees by the water fide, greatly 
diverſifies and enlivens the ſcene. 


Under the Summer Houſe is a 
hize and fpacious Cold Bath, fed 
from the fide of a bank at a few 
yards diftance. 


are conducted by a pleaſant walk 
inter- 


<« The Graces there delighted oft to rove, 
« Jn-blithſome concert, innocence, and love.” 
You 


pence 3 in the midſt of which is 2 
moteſt regions of the ſea, and in- 
from the deepeſt receſſes of the 
earth. You view with amazement 
the different dwellings of the briny 
inhabitants ; ſome burniſhed 2 
1 


( 2.5 


CWerns. 


A noble Lord in the neißhbour- 
bod of Hawrs ron, having 


91 
Let thaſz farround the throne of Kings, 
Tho? ſprung from Necdbam's noble race, 
"Ts here I fix my dwelling place: 


Contentment be my happy lot, 


Paſſimg through a colonnade of 
with which thoſe rockt abound, 
you leave this labyrinth of won- 
ders through 2 door on the Weſt, 
where you command a moſt noble 
view of an | 

AWFUL PRECIPICE. 


» "Phere ie high pohm on the Grotto rock, 
called the Roven's Sheff, becauſe time im - 
rial the Ravens have anaually made a neſt there. 
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"+ Whkiit all thy glaiits, O my Gov, 
| Through the creation ſhine, 

N 
| Proclaim the band Divine, 


C n may I view with humble heart, 
The Wonders of thy power, 
© Dil dike 5 willler fernes, | 

As in each blade and flower. 


But whilſt I taſte thy bleſſings, Lon bp, 
' O may my foul be ted to Thee, 
From whom all bleſſings flow ! 


| And if fach foorkteps of thy love, 
How far tranſendent are thy works. 
Throughout the world of grace. 


- Juſt 6 hefdfe you" tioitide fon = 

The brighteſt ſtars are fall, 
So earthly comforts are but fnares, 
— — 


Francis, (if awake) always riſes 
up 


(26 

— 
yet has all his ſenſes 4+ 4 
IG to — — 
* ; and, = 
te i are = < 
—_—_ 

from 

the buſy 


In ſolitude 
The Meds ek you to ee; 
you to his cel]; 


Warns 
FE 
— this ſolitary Sire, you 
. tu nt a—_ 
>= 2 Fox is gad 
the top of it 
to 


fay, that it now exhibus 2 moſt 
aſtoniſhing appearance. . 4 


you to a ſubterrancous pailkge, 
called by fome Carcurra, by 
others, | 


St. 


624) 


St. FRANCIS's CAVE... 
Into which. you enter under the 
eurioufly twiſted root of a moſt 
_ venerable Yew-tree.. After having 
groped for ſome yards in total dark- 
neſs, you are ſuddenly tranſported” 
into the cheerful light of day; and 
which ever way you turn your- 
ſelf, rhe moſt enchanting proſpect, 
intermized with woods, hills, lawn, 
and water, and enlivened with the 
285 meets 
your view. 


From thence go 


ſummit of 


Tus 


( ap ) 
Tus TERRACE, 


12 


Tus TOWER, 


Alu handfome building in the 
part of the Terrace, which forms 
a fine profpeft to all the country 
ſeveral miles round. 


| The Hill here turns round to the 
Eaſt, where 

Taz VINEYARD, 
Which is laid out in the manner of 
a fortification, with turrets, walls, 
and baſtions, and executed at a very 
great expence, attracts your atten- 
tion. "Though the fituation of this 
place was peculiarly adapted to the 


uſe that was made of it, being well 
ſcreened 


(#2 

and on each fide, and open only to 
method was tried to make the at- 
tempt ſucceed, yet the grapes never 
came to maturity. And as they 
dener's art could pay, there is reaſon 
to conclude, that no vineyard in this 
climate will ever be brought to any 
greater degree of perſection. . 


From the Tower juſt mentioned, 
your eye traverſes a vaſt ſpace of 
country. You fee the town of 
Shrewſbury, and many of the Cam- 
_ peaks 


( 33 
BURY WALLS 


of ground, ſecured by an inacceffible 

* rock on all fides but one, which is 
— flrongly defended by a triple in- 
trenchment, and muſt have been a 
work of immenſe labour.“ 


| You then leave theſe heights, 
and wind down a folemnly beau- 


* Upon the top of Hopley, a neighbouring 
hill belonging to Andrew Corbet, Eſq. and 


"which preſents itſelf to your view from various 


parts of the Park, are ſome veſtiges of another 
encampment, ſuppoſed alſo to havebeenRoman. 
| C rocks 
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_m_ cach fide, ll you arrive 


Tm TOWER GLEN, 
Which is a fort of ſteep dingle, 
eto which esd bp ame 
walk, and many rude ſteps; having 
under your feet a moſt beautiful 
rurf, and on each fide of you # 
_ „ 
elms, &c. | _ 


Towards the bottom of this Glen 


back your attention to a very ex- 
traordinary cave in the rock, which 
is lately made acceſſible by means 
of ſome ſteps, through a narrow wild 
walk which leads to it, and which 
is remarkable for having been the 

hiding-place of an anceſtor of the 
C 2 Hill 


(356) 
| hardſhips from the parkament forces 
in the reign of King Charles the 
Firſt. In memory of this gentle- 
man, and of his ſufferings for the 
cauſe in which he engaged, Sir 
"Richard Hill has lately cauſed an 
handſome Urn to be placed near the 
- Cave before-mentioned, with the fol- 


lowing inſcription on the baſe of 
» 


: 
This Urn 
Was placed here by Sir Richard Hill, Bart. 
(Eldeft Son of Sir Rowland Hill, Bart.) 
One of the Knights of this Shire, 

As a token of affeftion to the memory of his 
much-reſpefted Anceſtor, 
Rowan Hz, of Hawxsross, Eqyirs; 
A gentleman remarkable for his great wiſdom, 

> alft, 


1983 


aliſt, hid himſelf in this glen in the civil wars, 
in the time of 
Kino Cuanzs tus ner; 
But being diſcovered, was impriſoned in the 
whilt his houſe was pillaged and ranfacked 
by the rebels. The caflle itfelf was foon 
afterwards demoliſhed. 
His fon, Rowland Hill, Eſq. coming to his aſſiſ- 
tance, alſo ſuſſered much in the fame oyal 
cauſe. 


The above account, taken from Kimber's 
Baronetage, as alſo from the traditions of the 
family, holds forth to poſterity the attachment 
of this ancient Houſe to an unfortunate and 
much-injured Sovereign. 


Palling over the Top of the Val. 
ley, you arrive at 
Tuz EL YSIAN HIEL, 


On the South fide of which is the 
Maxaenam, where Nature is aid- 
C 3 ed 


f (3) 
Nature, that you can bardly diftin> 
guiſh them from living ones. 


This rural habitation is occu- 
may well be called the Adam and 
Eve of this deligheful Eden. Adam 
is bufily employed in cleaning his 
ground, whilft Eve beſtirs herſelf 
about her domeſtic affairs, and feeds 
her poultry, which flock round her 
in great numbers on the ringing of 
a bell. 


Here Art and Nature are in Truth combin'd, 
To pleaſe the Eye, and captivac the Mind. 


You then reluftantly leave this 
moſt delightful ſport, and turn 10 
the right through 2 narrow ſhady 

C4 Path, 


Taz GREEN-HOUSE, 
Which is buile in the Gothic 
Taſte, with rough vahewn flone, 
and is perfeftly in uniſon with the 
majeſtic ſcenery all round it. 


Here again Nature diſplays all 
ber charms, and the ſublime and 
aber, which ſhall moſt attract the 
attention of the beholder. 


The 


Leav 


ſmalleſt 


at the fame time fo ma- 
delicately foften- 


that it would 


ed, 
efforts 
degree of juſtice. 


jeſtic, and yet fo 
and Pouſin, to do it the 


Landſcape 


ca) 
Leaving the Green-Houſe, you. 
wind round the South-Eaſt End of 
the Elyfian Hill, and as you mount 
up, new beauties fill furprize you. 
In fome places all is thick and 
ſolemn, and you find various rude 
and whimfical feats to reſt on, by 
the fide of mofly banks or rocky 
caverns. In other places, juſt as 
you emerge out of the wood, the 
near and diſtant profpefts both 
break in upon you at once, and 
den, put on new appearances as 
you face them, and according to 
the different directions you view 
them in. 


Afiet 


__ 
Door or Gate-way, which, in tune 


of war, muſt have been veryulif- 
ficult of acceſs. 


This venerable Fortreſs, long 
the feat of warriors, and remark- 
able for its ſtrength, and the pro- 
digious thickneſs of its walls, is 
now an heap of ruins, and inhabit- 
_ ell only by birds of prey; whit 
its martial fons are all buried in 


(46) 
date. It is there faid, that ** Mand 
* or Matilda, Wie of Wilkam 
* the Conqueror, gave to John de 
« Audlcy, and to his Hein, the 
* knds about Red Caſtle in the 
% county of Salop, for certain fer- 
« vices done by him to the ſtate.” 


Juſt over the entrance, on the 
fide of a decayed piece of wall of 


an aſtoniſhing thickneſs, the fol- 
lowing lines meet your eye: 


See this vaſt antique Pile, how reverend grey, 
In hoary age its walls and mould ring towers 
With tufted mois and ivy rudely hung, 

We trace the dire remains of bloody war. 
Theſe loneforne walks of thick uncoutheſt ſhade, 
By length of centuries paſt, by turns have clos d 
A race of wasriors here entomb'd. 


All 


dread- 


bited on the Red Caftle Hill, is chat 


( 48 ) 
dreadful profound abyſs, commonly 
called 
IT GIANT” WELL, 
The circular walls of which, above 
the rock which forms the lower 
part, are of an immenſe thickneſs, 
and are beſt ſeen by looking in at a 
door on the fide ; but whether it 
ever was a well at all, or whether 
upon failure of water it was made 
__ uſe of as a tower of defence, is nut 
certain. 


By the fide of this well or tower 
a Coffin almoſt entire was found 
a' few years fince, which, on being 
expoſed to the air, mouldered-into 
duſt, and diſcovered ſeveral human 
bones, 


A STATELY LION, 
' Which being confined within his 


of Africa, yet the preſent one was 
actually brought forth among the 
mountains where he now dwells ; 

D ter- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE the Firſt Edition of 
many very great improvements have 
deen begun upon, and are already 
far advanced ; particulatiy a moſt 
magnificent and beautiful Piece of 


Water in the form of a wide navi- 
gable 


_ D2 


(53) 
gable River, which is to be about 
two Miles in length, and near one 
hundred Yards in breadth, one end 
of which will loſe itſelf in a thick 
wood near the Lodge, on the road 
going to Prees and Whitchurch, 
and the other end will meet all the 
grand ſcenery in the Park, con- 
cealing its termination behind the 
Red Caſtle Hill, in the middle of 
a fine fertile valley. In failing 
along this water, which will be a 
boundary to the North and Weſt 
fides of the Park (as the Mena- 
_genie Water is to the South-Eaſt) 
ſcenes before deſcribed will open 
upon you as you advance, putting 
on different appearances according 

; to 


7 


( 54 ) 
called - 


Nzeruxsz's Win, or CorTace. » 
walk from the Inn, through a de- 
lightful plantation. The reafon of 

ns being fo named, is from a fine 
Coloffean ſtatue of that god in | 
bewn ſtone, which is placed behind * 
the building at the River Head. | 
This figure has an urn under the 
arm, from which the water falls 
ſeveral feet over ſome broken pieces 
of rock into the River. 


2 


* CITADEL - 
Is the moſt conſpicuous, and which 


( 5s.) 
is made an excellent dwelling houſe 
for Sir Ricuand's Steward. It 
has the exact appearance of an an- 
cient caſtle, and the form of it was 
taken from the family coat of arms. 


Among the new Walks, chat 
under the Terrace, which goes 
from the Fox's Knob to the Tower 


ried there to feaſt on in the ca- 
94 verns, 
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